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Bengal has alwwrs been o land
Of Maerous fvers, BTy,
vast estanne swamps in the
Gangenc deia and the Bay of
Bengal, one of the famous
oceans of the wodd.

Ancient scholars knew that the

wlvanced  Gangasddae civillen-

oan that spread all over the
cvolved from the
muoath of the Gamga and prob-
ably includer] the esusry of the
Padma and Meghna Rivers as
the Adi Ganga

coantry

There s evidence that the
prescat  Bhagicthi  wm  the
onginal  alignment  of  the
Ganges. No ooe knows why the
rver suddenly shifred  wawy
from Gaur, the ancient capieal
of Bengal (now in Makls di-

tce).

The Hooghly snd m  allied
chanacly remaloed  the main
route from Patoa w the ses ull
1650,

Beruven 1758 and 1777 Major
William Tolly dug & 27 kilome-
ter Jong camal to connect the
Hooghly with the Vidymdban
rver, procecding more or less
shoag the Adi Gangs course.
With the passage of time the
Vidpndhatt dried up and the
purpose of Tollys Nala was

loar.

The Satamwan, another large
stresm o the sea, sthed up e &
perennml channcl  dunng  the
16th contury

The Hooghly and mx sllied chan:
nels were conssantly referred w
#e the Ganges wntll abowr 1600
AL Adter that the mame was
gradually deopped.

“Tollvy Naka™ was 4 mainstream
of the Hooghly o the sea unnl
the lich cenmury, when it siled
w‘.




Narural causes triggered the decline of
Tamraplipt and other ancient ports — but it
also gave rise to other similar places near the
mouth of the Ganges. Saptagram or Satgaon
(meaning a cluster of seven villages) ar the
confluence of the Saraswati & Bhagirathi
rivers achieved pride of place because it
offered access to larger ships. It remained
cminent for many centurics,

Flooghly attained prominence as a Pormagese
settlement ancd by 1590  overshadowed
Saptagrim as o port. In 1632 it became the
Mughal headquarters.

Poremguese §lag

The Dutch buile o factory at Golghat on the
Hooghly in the 2Znd qguarter of the 17th
century and in 1651 the British too built a

factory there, The Durtch warchouses and
factory woere swept away by floods and they
moved o Chinsurah, upstream.

In 1686, the British reveated due o
skirmishes with the Mughals and Job
Charnock shifted to Suranar. With rthe
passage of dme, the resourceful Hooghly
port was eclipsed by Calcutta, the new trading
center of the British,




Bengals mantume, commercial and cultural
heritage 18 inextricably  linked with boats,
Inland witerwiays were a primary transporta-
tion route and sailing craft of every descrip-
tnon were used for business, pleasure and
everyvday living. Boarts and boatsmen became
the theme for songs, ballads, stories, novels
and larter mavies. Riverine and Coasal Bengal
revolved around boars, from the common
dinghee used o ferry local folk, to the grand,
often superbly decorared bajras anod mayuar-
pankhis wsed by legendary merchants like
Chand  Saudagar and by princes, kings,
noblemen, bandits and fishermen, Huropean
craft sailed along the Hooghly, operated by
Dutch, Portugese, Armenian, French, Spamish
and Eoglish sailors, bucancers and ofcourse
traclers
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Soorce: ww Flunter Anmds of Roral Bengal)




The Pornaguese were the firss amang the Faropean tradess 10 establish a trading center a Hili, On
being repubsed from Hooghly by Shaisea Khan, Job Charnock ook shelver ur Hijli in 1687, A decade
eatlicr Captain James of the English East India Company anchored his ship Rebeka ot Khojurl, Khejun
subsequently lost its stature with Kolkata's emergence 38 the forensost trading center of the Englivh
Comgany.

Khejur was rans
formed mto 1
maoe Port m 1679
after  large  whips
saried o ply
up o Hijk In
1810 a Lighthouse
was established at
Kaukhalh and  in
183 Raja Ram
Mohan Roy siled
from Khepun for
Enghind  followed
by peioce Dwsrakanath Tagore in 1840 from the sume place.
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Midestones i the svalstion of the Poet of Khejun
1663 - Shelter saken by Job Charnock afier being eopused
fram Hooghly by Shaista Khan,
1672 » Anchorage at Khejuri by Capt. James of the
Eaxt Indm Co
- Khejun transformed into s poet
- Tidal wave causes damage 1o the port,
Lighthouse built at Ksakhali,
- Raja Rammoban Rov'’s vovage o England
from Khejun,
« Paoce Duneakanath Tagore’s vovage to
England from Khejun.
Eclipse of the porr at Kheyur,
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Kbhejurt has 33 romds 21 with
inscriptions, the most ancieat of
which Is as follows:-

To the Memory of Me. Nie! Maloaes,
late micsbiprman of the ship Dunira
Died 10ch Seprember 1818,

Age 10 yeary
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